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News Release 
 

2016-2017 SUPERINTENDENT’S RECOMMENDED BUDGET  

FUNDS CORE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS AND EXPERIENCES TIED TO DISTRICT GOALS 
Budget is Nearly Three-Quarters of A Million Less Than Current Year 

MAMARONECK, NY, March 2, 2016 – At last night’s School Board meeting, Superintendent of Schools Dr. 

Robert Shaps presented the 2016-2017 Superintendent’s Recommended Budget, underscoring a strategic 

investment to expand Mamaroneck’s core programs and further the District’s educational goals, while reflecting 

a decrease of $739,739 (or -0.55%) from the current year’s budget,   The Superintendent’s Recommended 

Budget falls under the State’s allowable tax levy cap.   

Five Years of Minimizing Budget Increases, While Maintaining the Quality of Our Educational System 

“Over the past five years, we have minimized budget growth and limited the annual tax levy growth to an 

average 1.57%,” said Dr. Shaps. “This has been accomplished by identifying efficiencies, maximizing staffing, 

and realizing savings. However, moving forward, as enrollment continues to grow and operational costs 

increase, we will undoubtedly need to consider a budget override in order to continue to maintain the quality 

education we are accustomed to.” 

Dr. Shaps explained that when the State’s property tax levy cap was first initiated, it was billed as a “Two 

Percent Tax Cap”. But that that’s misleading, because school districts’ budgets have not actually been permitted 

to grow by two percent.  A complex formula is used per school district (taking account the two-percent or CPI, 

whichever is lower) to determine the District’s allowable tax levy growth.  In Mamaroneck this year, the 

allowable tax levy growth is capped at 0.75%; the Superintendent’s Recommended Budget projects a 0.74% tax 

levy growth.  

Tax Cap and State Aid Cuts Restricting School Districts, Including Mamaroneck 

The Mamaroneck School District, along with school districts across the state, has experienced cumulative 

budget reductions in recent years due to the imposed tax levy cap, as well as cuts in State Aid.   ““Property 

taxes and State Aid are a school district’s primary sources of revenue,” said Dr. Shaps.  “Unless the State 

devises a plan to restore Gap Elimination Adjustment (GEA funds) and/or eliminate the tax cap, it’s clear that 

districts all across the state, including ours, will receive inadequate funding and be in jeopardy of compromising 

educational experiences.” 

Superintendent’s Recommended Budget highlights: 

 

In addition to maintaining favorable class sizes to meet the individual learning needs of students and continuing 

to implement a rich, rigorous and relevant curriculum, here are some other 2016-2017 Recommended Budget 

highlights: 

 

 Collaborate with the Mamaroneck Schools Foundation to add an “Exploring Music” course (using 

computer-generated tools) in the 8th grade 

 Expand computer science instruction in the elementary and middle school grades, including 

introduction of a 6th grade computer programming class 

http://www.mamkschools.org/www/mamkschools/site/hosting/2015-2106/2016-2017SuptRecommendedBudget.pdf


 Continue to build pathway electives at Mamaroneck High School, adding courses to our engineering, 

culinary arts, computer science and design course sequences 

 Expand the 1:1 computing initiative to include grades 8 - 12. 

 Partner with the Mamaroneck Schools Foundation and STEM Alliance to enhance STEAM education 

K - 12. 

 Introduce Chromebooks carts in grade 7 humanities classes to support innovative teaching and 

learning. 

 Add library resources to support curriculum content particularly in STEAM areas. 

 

Additionally, the Superintendent’s Recommended Budget allows for extra staff due to projected enrollment 

growth.  Based on the Board of Education’s class size guidelines, it’s anticipated that the District will need to 

add one teacher for an additional elementary section.   (Our enrollment trend over the past few years has 

amounted to an average growth of 1.6%; overall we expect next year’s K-12 enrollment to increase by 1.2%.) 

“We are an anomaly,” Dr. Shaps said.  “While most all public school districts around us are experiencing 

decreasing enrollment, Mamaroneck’s enrollment continues to grow.” 

Board of Education Trustee Steve Warner pointed out that even with increased enrollment, the District’s costs 

per pupil have gone down. Mamaroneck ranks 37th out of 46 in its per pupil expenditures, compared to other 

Westchester and Putnam school districts.  

“There’s a reason why enrollment continues to increase in Mamaroneck.  People move to the Mamaroneck 

School District because of our schools,” said Warner.  “We continue to provide a robust, broad educational 

experience for our students, yet our costs per pupil have been relatively flat over the last four years.” 

The biggest savings in this year’s Recommended Budget come from an approximate $1.379 million reduction in 

employee pension benefits (State-mandated ERS and TRS contributions) and $830,000 in prescription costs 

(due to a newly-negotiated more favorable contract with the prescription carrier).  Additionally, the budget 

reflects efficiencies in staffing and scheduling, including a net reduction of 16.2 certified and classified staff 

positions. Without these staff reductions, the budget’s salary component alone would have far exceeded the 

District’s allowable tax levy growth.  
 

Between now and April 19th, when by NY State law school districts must adopt a budget, the Superintendent 

will work with the Board to refine the educational plan and reconfigure any numbers that need re-working.  In 

the meantime, community members can e-mail the Board at board@mamkschools.org with any 

comments/questions/feedback on the Superintendent’s Recommended Budget.  After the Board votes to adopt a 

budget on April 19th, the “Recommended Budget” will then become the “Proposed Budget,” which will be 

brought forth to the community for a vote on Tuesday, May 17th, 2016.  Click here for the budget section of the 

MUFSD website, including upcoming dates for additional budget meetings.  
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