
 

 
 

News Release 

 

MUFSD and RADAR Launch “Positive Norming” Campaign:  

A Positive Way to Share Survey Data Around Teen Alcohol Use  
 

MAMARONECK, NY, October 13, 2016 – The Mamaroneck Union Free School District 

(MUFSD), in partnership with Larchmont-Mamaroneck RADAR (Responsible Action: A Drug 

and Alcohol Resource), launched its “Positive Norming” campaign this week in an effort to help 

change high school students’ perceptions around alcohol use among peers and encourage 

conversation around the problem of underage drinking. The campaign, also co-sponsored by the 

United Way of Westchester and Putnam, consists of large banners and posters on display for the 

next several months at Mamaroneck High School and throughout the community.  

 

Campaign posters (all student designed) will rotate every 4-6 weeks, conveying messages that 

relate to various data points associated with the 2014 Communities That Care survey results and 

including the tagline “The Truth Is…”   The first set of posters speaks to the point that “Most 

MHS students believe it’s wrong for someone their age to drink regularly.” While “The Truth Is” 

tagline will remain the same for the duration of the campaign, the more detailed point being 

made will be different on each set of posters. The wordage used in campaign materials was 

discussed, tested and deliberated among students in the health classes at MHS. 

 

“Changing perceptions to better reflect reality is so important with adolescents," said 

Mamaroneck High School social worker Helene Fremder, an active RADAR Board member and 

participant since 1999.  “Similarly to when cigarettes became uncool to smoke, we’re hoping 

students will begin to see alcohol as unhealthy and uncool.” 

According to Fremder, data results show that there is a gap between what teens think is 

happening with alcohol use among their peers and what is actually happening.  And this, she 

says, is this premise that serves as the basis for positive norming.   She also emphasized that this 

initial campaign focuses on alcohol use specifically -- since alcohol is the top drug of choice 

among teens in our community -- and that they hope to cover other drugs of concern in future 

campaigns.  

The Positive Norming campaign has been in the making for nearly three years.  Staff and 

administrators, as well as Mamaroneck High School students who serve on RADAR’s student 

Board, have participated in special trainings in preparation for the campaign’s implementation 

here in Mamaroneck.  The campaign banners are being displayed at the Post Rd. and Palmer Rd. 

entrances at MHS, and students are distributing the campaign posters throughout the school and 

at local businesses throughout the community for display and conversation.  

 



About Larchmont-Mamaroneck RADAR: 
Larchmont-Mamaroneck RADAR is a community coalition committed to reducing the use and 

abuse of alcohol, drugs and other harmful substances by youth in our community. RADAR 

facilitates changing societal norms through the use of multiple research-based strategies to help 

our youth make healthy choices and avoid substance use and other unhealthy behaviors.  For 

more information on RADAR and valuable resources/information on substance use and underage 

drinking, visit www.lmradar.org.    
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