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October 24, 2016 

Dear Community Members, 

Our Own Lead Testing Prior to NY State Law Being Passed -- 7 Fixtures with 
Elevated Levels 

You will recall from my communications in early September that when the District 
this past summer voluntarily conducted “first draw” lead testing of 339 water 
sources -- including sinks and drinking fountains -- we found 46 water sources with 
elevated lead levels.  We immediately removed from service bubblers, water 
coolers, bottle fillers and fountains that exceeded safe levels, and sinks having 
elevated levels were labeled for handwashing only.  We then began further, second-
round “flush draw” testing to try to determine the root of the problem. 

The summary report of both the first and second round testing results is now posted 
on the District website.  As you can see, the report provides a breakdown of results 
by school, location and water source type.  Of the initial 46 water sources that 
were shut down throughout the District, seven (four fountains and three 
sinks) have continued to show elevated levels in the second round. 

Note that first round testing followed EPA guidelines for “first draw” sampling -- 
meaning the tap water had stood motionless for at least eight hours and was 
collected without flushing the tap prior to sample collection. Thus, since lead can 
leach into drinking water from plumbing, solder or fixtures as water remains 
motionless, this means that we were evaluating the worst case potential for the 
presence of lead in our schools’ drinking water.  For years, our district had been 
testing and monitoring our schools’ drinking water for lead, and prior testing on 
some of these same fixtures did not reflect elevated levels. 

State Law Passed on 9/6/16 Required Us to Expand Our Testing, for a Total of 820 
Samplings 

When NY State passed its law mandating that school districts conduct lead testing, 
we further expanded the number of water sources tested to include every single 
water source in the district, testing an additional 481 sources.  We are still waiting 
for second-round results to come back on these additional sources tested, but so far, 
based on first-round results, seven of these water sources showed elevated levels. 
(These samples are marked in the report with a TBD next to them.) We will post an 

 

http://mamkschoolsorg.finalsite.com/uploaded/Communications/Letters_to_the_Community/Lead_Testing_Report_-_Summary.pdf?1477337540648


updated report on the website as soon as we receive the remaining sample results 
from the laboratory. 

Ample Drinking Water Available for Students & Staff - Working on Permanent Plan 
to Address Issues 

We are working on formulating a permanent plan to ensure safe drinking water 
throughout all of our schools and replace the fixtures that exceed allowable lead 
levels.  In the meantime, we have several hundred water fixtures across the District 
that have tested negative and are dispensing ample drinking water for our students 
and staff.   

Please feel free to contact me with any questions.    

 
Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Robert I. Shaps 
Superintendent of Schools 

  

 

 


