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FROM THE CLASSROOM TO THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL: 

Mamaroneck High School Students Gear Up Four-Day Field Trip to NH Primary: 

Students to Serve as Campaign Volunteers, Citizen Journalists 
Largest High School Group of its Kind to be Fully Entrenched  

 

MAMARONECK, NY, January 19, 2016 – Heated political discussion may be something 

families avoid at the table during the holidays, but in Mr. Liberti‟s AP Government & Politics 

class at MHS, it's acceptable all the time. In fact, when his 115 students board the bus on Feb. 6 

to head off on a four-day extended field trip to the NH primary (a repeat trip of its kind for 

Liberti) they will have been debating, researching and reporting on the presidential campaign 

issues for several weeks and months prior in order to be fully prepared to immerse themselves in 

the political process upon arrival.  

 

About three-quarters of the students will be serving as campaign volunteers for individual 

candidates they have chosen to support. Similarly to the experience Mr. Liberti provided his 

students in 2012, these students will be doing get-out-the-vote work, attending rallies and press 

conferences and canvasing the neighborhood on behalf of their candidates.   Last time around, 

students from MHS‟s video program came along and produced a full documentary (Click here to 

view the trailer) so they could show their work to the masses.  This time, video students will be 

collaborating to produce an end-product that follows the learning experience of a smaller group 

of students and can ultimately be used as a teaching model for professional development. 

“We cannot wait to embark on this trip, which coincides with the 100
th

 anniversary of the New 

Hampshire primary,” said MHS Social Studies Teacher Joe Liberti, who has spent seven months 

preparing the complex set of logistics that comes along with organizing a group schedule of this 

magnitude. “This is such a unique educational experience for our students – one that doesn‟t 

compare to anything else. It‟s a memory they will carry with them throughout their lives.” 

 

Mr. Liberti, who will be joined this year by MHS Journalism Teacher Evan Madin, still gets e-

mails from his former students talking about how the 2012 trip shaped their lives. Josh Zoland, 

https://vimeo.com/53152086


class of 2012, recently wrote, “I don't know if we all fully appreciated it at the time, but that was 

an experience that I constantly look back on. It has served as a foundation for my understanding 

of the GOP and people who vote Republican (coming from a very liberal background). It taught 

me to see Republicans as people who love our country and just have a different perspective on 

how to run it.  As many of your students will go off to northeast liberal arts colleges where 

conservative politics are virtually non-existent…it is so important that they understand 

conservative thinking and respect other forms of patriotism rather than labeling the GOP „the 

enemy.‟ Too many people, especially young people, view each other as the enemy, which only 

leads to a lack of progress.”   

 

Sam Schneider, also a 2012 alumnus, wrote in about a political campaign theory and strategy 

class he is currently taking in college.  “I just wanted to let you know that you prepared me very 

well for the class and though I am the only non-senior in the class… I‟m the only college student 

with the unique experience and insight that could only be provided by attending the AP Gov‟t 

NH Primary trip.” 

Citizen Journalists: 21 Students Will Report on Candidates in Real Time 

Just over 20 of the students going on the trip take both Mr. Liberti‟s AP Government & Politics 

class, in addition to Mr. Madin‟s newly offered journalism class. The journalism students also 

will be assigned to individual candidates, but they‟ll be filing stories (their own original content) 

and reporting out about the news as it happens on social media outlets, including Twitter, 

Facebook, Instagram and Medium.  Throughout the trip, the Mamaroneck School District will be 

publicizing students‟ work by linking to these mediums. (Click here for an example of student 

work from Steve Rome, who, in preparation for the trip, was just practicing his journalism skills 

as Ted Cruz rolled through Iowa.)    

 

“It‟s amazing what we are able to do using social media nowadays. Brief and quick messages 

using Twitter; full-length pieces using Medium.com. We are becoming citizen journalists who up 

and go to a political event and begin to report,” Mr. Madin says.  

It’s Prep Time! Students Are Working Hard to Become Well-Versed in the Issues 

According to Mr. Liberti, one of the things he wanted to do a bit differently this year from the 

last NH Primary trip in 2012 was to have his students spend more time prepping for the 

experience.  For the next couple weeks leading up to the trip, Mr. Liberti and Mr. Madin are  

holding regular meetings both during lunch and after school, drilling students with questions 

about the candidates they will be representing.  They also will stage a mock debate to give 

students more practice in arguing and understanding the issues. Additionally, a Mamaroneck 

High School alum, who attends Grinnell College, plans to skype the group on a large screen from 

the Iowa caucus on Monday, Feb. 1.   

“To prepare for New Hampshire, I am absorbing as much media as possible. I am watching 

debates and interviews and reading several articles a day. I fully believe that the more we know 

when February 6
th

 hits, the more successful of a trip it will be,” says Talia Land, one of the 

students who will be traveling to the primary.  “In New Hampshire, I am expecting a trip unlike 

anything I have ever experienced. I am really looking forward to extravagant things like elite 

events, but also just being able to hopefully see the candidates in their natural element like a 

coffee shop or diner.”  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bZhgjkifdvWcvZh-p2Au8qsnOUBnkRA8s58vB5e2-BU/edit


Another student, Eli Cousin, says he too is spending time reading up on the field of candidates.  

“The first step is to understand the issues, and then from there I can dive into the candidates' 

individual positions. My goal is to be well versed on multiple candidates so that if the 

opportunity arises, I can engage in a thoughtful discussion with them and ask them difficult 

questions about their campaign,” he says. 

 

“I think seeing and experiencing things first hand is the most genuine form of learning. 

Additionally, seeing how both journalists and politicians really work will be eye-opening,” says 

Hannah Lachow.  “To prepare for New Hampshire, I have been intently following the various 

campaigns. Additionally, I am going back and researching each of the candidates' past to try and 

understand how their positions have formed and developed over time.” 

 

Hannah Kahn says she has clogged up her social media--Twitter, Instagram, and Facebook--by 

following each of the candidates and the news sources that report on them.  “I've also been 

tuning into NPR and NHPR, because I find radio super accessible and I appreciate the different 

perspectives that cover and weigh in on the candidates and the primary process as a whole,” she 

says.  “Getting out of the classroom to learn is always exciting, but being placed right into the 

heart of the presidential nomination process is exhilaratingly unique.” 
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